The influence of parents divorce on the child personality development in nicholas sparks’ the last song novel (2009): a developmental psychology approach by NINGRUM, ENY SETIA
i 
 
THE INFLUENCE OF PARENTS DIVORCE ON THE CHILD 
PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT IN NICHOLAS SPARKS’ THE LAST 






Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for Getting 
Bachelor Degree of Education 




ENY SETIA NINGRUM 
A 320 100 288 
 
 
SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 



























? Sesungguhnya sesudah kesulitan itu ada kemudahan, 
maka apabila kamu telah selesai dari urusan 
kerjakanlah dengan sungguh-sungguh urusan yang lain.  
(QS. Alam Nasyrah: 6-7) 
 
? Practice makes right, repetitions make perfect. 
      ( Anonymous ) 
 
? Do your best at every opportunity that you have. 
      ( Anonymous ) 
 
? Wise men talk because they have something to say, fools 
because they have to say something. 



























This research paper is dedicate to:  
 
1. Allah SWT, thanks always 
protecting and guilding me. 
2. My beloved parents 
3. My beloved sisters 
4. My special one 











Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 
Praise for the Almighty God, Allah SWT, the Rabb  of Universe. The 
researcher finally finished his research paper as one of the requirements for 
achieving Bachelor Degree in English Department at Muhammadiyah University 
of Surakarta. The first and most important, I would like to thank Allah for 
blessing, loving, helping, and protecting me, because without all of those, I am 
nothing at all. Second, I would like to thank to the real revolutionary, Muhammad 
SAW who had opened and broken the Jahiliyah (darkness) period to the recent 
world. I would also like to thank for everyone who deserves to receive this and it 
becomes an honor for him for receiving his or her love and help: 
1. Prof. Dr. HarunJokoPrayitno as the dean of School Teacher Training and 
Education of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 
2. MaulyHalwat H., P.hD as a chief of English Department of Muhammadiyah 
University of Surakarta. 
3. Dr. M. Thoyibi, M.S.as the first consultant who has given her guidance, 
support, advices, suggestion, information, and corrections for the sake of 
finishing this research paper patiently, and sincerely. 
4. Titis Setyabudi, S.S, M.Hum.as the second consultant and academic 
consultant of the reseacher for guidance, helps, corrections, suggestions, and 
information of finishing this research paper patiently, and sincerely.  
5. Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum as the third consultant for corrections and 
suggestion. 
6. Lectures of English Department who cannot be mentioned one by one. 
Thanks for the knowledge you showed to her.  
7. Her beloved father and mother (Mr. Suyono and Mrs. Sumarni). Thanks 




8. Her sisters “Susilowati and Tri Hastuti” thanks for supporting and pray 
her. 
9. Her special one “Pratu Rico Prasetyo” thanks for your love, support, and 
pray. 
10.  Her nieces “Salsabilla and Amelia” thanks for making smile.  
11.  Her beloved and best friends  in “Voice of G” : Trismi, Ifah, Emma, 
Dyas,Mei Dian, Wati, Anna, Veda, Niken, Dini Arfiani, Fera, Rizal, Agung, 
Danang, Dodi, Heri, Bonis, Ginanjar, and Acep for their joke, spirit, and 
unforgettable moment.  
12.  All her friends in English Department 2010 , her friends in “Gendhing 
Drama Performance” and her friends in “PPL SMK Muhammadiyah 1 
Boyolali 2014”. 
13.  All of people that cannot be mentioned one by one, for being part of the 
researcher life. 
Finally, she wants to thank to the readers especially those who are 
eager to give the constructive criticism than can make this research better. 
The reseacher hopes this research would be useful to everyone.  
 
Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 
 
 












TABLE OF CONTENT 
TITLE ......................................................................................................... i 
APPROVAL................................................................................................ ii 
ACCEPTANCE .......................................................................................... iii 
TESTIMONY STATEMENT ................................................................... iv 
MOTTO....................................................................................................... v 
DEDICATION ............................................................................................ vi 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ......................................................................... vii 
TABLE OF CONTENT ............................................................................. ix 
SUMMARY................................................................................................. xii  
CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION ............................................................ 1 
A. Background of the Study  ............................................. 1 
B. Literature Review  ........................................................ 6 
C. Problem Statement  ....................................................... 6 
D. Limitation of the Study  ................................................ 6 
E. Objectives of the Study................................................. 6 
F. Benefit of the Study  ..................................................... 7 
G. Research Method  ......................................................... 7 
H. Research Paper Organization ....................................... 9 
CHAPTER II :UNDERLYING THEORY .............................................. 10 
A. Developmental Psychology Theory  ........................... 10 
1.  Notion .................................................................... 10     
2.  The Perspective of Developmental Psychology..... 11 
a. Childhood Years............................................... 11 
b.  Adolescence...................................................... 11 
B. Parents Divorce  .......................................................... 12 
1.  Notion  ................................................................... 12 
C. The Perspective of Parents Divorce  ............................ 13 
1.  Perspective  ............................................................ 13 
2.  Speaking Manner .................................................. 13 
3.  Dressing Manner ................................................... 14 
x 
 
4.  Action Manner ...................................................... 14 
D. Structural Elements of The Novel  .............................. 15 
1.  Character and Characterization  ............................ 15 
2.  Setting ................................................................... 15 
3.  Plot  ....................................................................... 16 
4.  Point of View  ....................................................... 16 
5.  Style ...................................................................... 17 
6.  Theme  ................................................................... 17 
E. Theoretical Application  .............................................. 18 
CHAPTER III : STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS ........................................ 19 
A. Structural Elements of The Novel  ............................ 19 
1.  Character and Characterization ........................... 19 
2.  Setting  ................................................................. 28 
3.  Plot  ...................................................................... 33 
4.  Point of View  ...................................................... 38 
5.  Style  .................................................................... 38 
6.  Theme  ................................................................. 42 
B. Discussion  ................................................................. 43 
CHAPTER IV: DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY ANALYSIS ... 46 
A. The Perspective of Developmental Psychology ......... 47 
a) Before The Parents Divorce .................................  47 
1.  Perspective ....................................................... 47 
2.  Speaking Manner ............................................ 48 
3.  Dressing Manner  ............................................ 48 
4.  Action Manner ................................................ 48 
b)  After The Parents Divorce .................................... 49 
1.  Perspective ...................................................... 49 
2.  Speaking Manner ............................................ 51 
3.  Dressing Manner ............................................  52 
4.  Action Manner ................................................ 53 
B. Discussion  .................................................................. 55 
xi 
 
CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ............................ 57 
A. Conc lusion .................................................................. 57 
B. Suggestion  .................................................................. 58 
C. Pedagogical Implication  ............................................. 58 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...................................................................................... 59 
VIRTUAL REFERENCES ....................................................................... 60 






















ENY SETIA NINGRUM. A320100288. THE INFLUENCE OF PARENTS 
DIVORCE ON THE CHILD PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT IN 
NICHOLAS SPARKS’THE LAST SONG NOVEL (2009): A 
DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY APPROACH .  
 
This study is about the influence of parents divorce on the child 
personality development of the major character in The Last Song novel. The 
problem of this study is how parents divorce influence on the child personality 
development reflected at Nicholas Sparks’ The Last Song Novel (2009) viewed 
from developmental psychology approach. The objectives of this study are 
identify the structural elements and the developmental psychology approach in 
The Last Song novel.  
The object of the study is N icholas Sparks’The Last Song  novel (2009). It 
is analyzed by using a developmental psychologyapproach. This study is 
qualitative research. There are two sources that are needed to do this research, 
namely: primary data sources and secondary data sources. The primary da ta 
sources are Nicholas Sparks’The Last Song  novel (2009). The secondary data 
sources from other sources related the study, such as: website, dictionary, some 
book that support the analysis. 
The result of the study shows the following conclusions.Firstly, based on 
the structural analysis, it can be concluded that in this novel, the author 
communicates his message to the reader that the parents divorce influences on the 
child personality development. Secondly, based on the developmental psychology 
approach, it can be concluded that in this novel, the author creates Ronnie as 
major character to illustrate a psychological phenomenon as a personality who 
changed her behavior because of her parents divorce.  
 
Keywords: Parents Divorce, The Last Song novel, Developmental 
Psychology Approach.  
 
 
 
 
